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Hon Richard Marles MP 

Minister for Defence 

Via email minister@defence.gov.au  

 

2 April 2026 

 

Dear Mr Marles  

We refer to a letter dated 28 January 2026 from Mr David Nockels from the Department of Defence 

who was responding on your behalf, to concerns we have raised about military exports to the United 

Arab Emirates (UAE). 

Those concerns centred on the very disturbing reports of mass killing of civilians in Sudan and that 

there was credible evidence that the UAE has provided weapons and resources to the Rapid Support 

Forces (RSF) in Sudan, who are responsible for widespread killings of civilians. 

 

In his reply Mr Nockels explained in some detail the existing policies and processes surrounding 

Australia’s military export licences and permits but he didn’t address a number of the issues raised. 

 

So we are writing again to seek clarification on several specific matters. 

 

1. If the reports are accurate that military equipment from Australia is being diverted to the RSF 

in Sudan, which has slaughtered thousands of civilians, is that not a clear breach of the 

“thorough export control regime” Mr Nockels referred to? 

 

2. In light of the appalling events in Sudan in the last 12 months, have any Australian military 

export permits been cancelled or paused? 

 

3. If no permits have been cancelled or paused, can the government say with confidence that no 

Australian military equipment is being misused in Sudan? In particular are you able to say with 

certainty that no Australian exports are being used in serious war crimes including civilian 

massacres? 

 

 

 

 

mailto:info@warpowersreform.org.au
http://www.warpowersreform.org.au/
mailto:minister@defence.gov.au
https://warpowersreform.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Defence-response-arms-exports.pdf
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-11-11/satellite-imagery-of-el-fasher-sudan-massacre-verify/105992360


 

Australians for War Powers Reform, 30 Earle Street, Lyneham ACT 2602 
 info@warpowersreform.org.au | www.warpowersreform.org.au | ABN: 2416 2022 979 

4. We understand that Australia does not do any end-use monitoring of our military exports. If 

this is the case, on what basis does the government claim that those exports do not contribute 

to human rights abuses or other violations of our obligations under Article 6 of the Arms Trade 

Treaty?  

 

5. Another matter that we raised which was not addressed in the reply from Defence was the 

recent call for an inquiry into Australia’s military exports more broadly. In August last year a 

coalition of 64 civil society organisations called for a parliamentary review to ensure 

accountability and compliance with the Arms Trade Treaty.  

 

Signatories included the ACTU, Amnesty International, the National Council of Churches, 

Human Rights Law Centre, Jewish Council of Australia and many other faith, legal and 

community groups.  

 

Would the Albanese government support such a review? 

 

We believe the issues we have raised are extremely important and deserve serious consideration.  

 

As an example of how grave the situation is in Sudan, this recent BBC report indicated that 6000 

civilians were killed in one city in just three days. 

 

If our exports are contributing to these events in any way urgent and concrete action should be taken 

immediately.  

 

We look forward to hearing your views on the matters we have raised. 

 

Yours sincerely  

 

Andrew Bartlett 

President 

Australians for War Powers Reform 
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