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Dear Mr Bartlett

Thank you for your letter of 14 November 2025 to the Minister for Foreign Affairs,

Senator the Hon Penny Wong, calling for a review into Defence exports to the United Arab Emirates
and Sudan. Your correspondence has been referred to me for response, on behalf of the

Minister for Defence, the Hon Richard Marles MP.

The Australian Government is extremely concerned by the ongoing violence, which has caused the
deaths of thousands of people, displacement of millions and has had a profound humanitarian
impact in Sudan. We unequivocally condemn the appalling violence directed at civilians. While
Australia’s strategic priority is supporting security and stability in the Indo-Pacific, we have a long
history of contributing to peace and security in the Middle East and Africa, including to the

United Nations and other peacekeeping missions.

Australia maintains a robust and thorough export control regime, in which Defence undertakes a
rigorous assessment of each application, on a case-by-case basis, against a range of legislated
criteria. This legislative framework addresses a range of issues including foreign policy, human rights,
national security, regional security and Australia’s international obligations including the

Arms Trade Treaty.

Australia assesses the risk of misuse, including diversion to other entities, as part of its permit
decision before the goods or technology leave Australia. Assessments are comprehensive and
rigorous, drawing on contemporary information and specialist advice, as required. If Defence
identifies material risks of misuse or diversion, it will recommend the Minister refuse a permit.
Where appropriate, Defence will scrutinise permits already issued in light of relevant geopolitical
developments.

The Defence Trade Controls Amendment Act 2024 further strengthens our export control framework.
It provides greater regulation regarding the transfer of controlled goods and technologies both
within and outside of Australia, to foreign entities.
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Defence is committed to transparency and publically releases information on permits issued to end-
users by country and category of goods. This information can be viewed at:
https://www.defence.gov.au/about/accessing-information/export-permit-statistics

Thank you for raising this matter. | trust this information is of assistance.

Yours sincerely,

Yoo i Woelecd

David Nockels

First Assistant Secretary, Defence Trade, Regulation and Industrial Collaboration
Strategy, Policy and Industry Group
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