AUSTRALIA: READY TO JOIN THE
BOMBING BUT NOT TO HELP THOSE
FLEEING FOR SAFETY
Australia has supported US military actions in Afghanistan, Iraq and Syria, actions which have in each
case been a part of the armed violence that has forced so many people from their homes. Australia is
the only country that has supported every major US war since World War 11.
Wars are a major cause of the huge numbers of displaced people throughout the world. UNHCR
estimates that there are an unprecedented 65 million people displaced - either within their own
country or to other countries - by wars and persecution.
Half of the world’s refugees come from 3 countries - Syria, Afghanistan and Somalia. In addition to
those forced to flee their country, Syria and Iraq have millions of internally displaced people.
The decisions made by Australia to go to war have been made by, at best, a handful of people within
the Cabinet; at worst, the decision is made by one person, the Prime Minister. If crucial questions
relating to the military strategy, the likely outcome, and the costs are addressed at all, this is not done
in a transparent fashion that is open to challenge and debate. Humanitarian concerns, such as the
numbers of people who will be displaced and how they will be cared for, appear to be regarded as
someone else’s problem. We generally close our doors to them.
The decision-making process by which Australia goes to war must be reformed.
A decision as great as going to war - the biggest decision a country can make, and one on which the
fate of millions of people will depend - must be subject to the most exhaustive scrutiny. Australia’s
Parliament should be a vital part of that process and not simply a rubber stamp. Governments
proposing a particular military deployment should be required to explain to Parliament why it is
proposed, what it will achieve, and how the predictable costs will be met, including looking after its
victims.
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Refugees and others often pay the price for
decisions made half a world away, and in Australia’s
case the decision is made behind closed doors. Our practice of blindly following
our ally to war with no Parliamentary debate must cease.
War powers reform is needed to change the authority required in Australia before a decision
for war can be made. If we are to help stem the global flows of refugees and other victims of
war, each of whom represents a human tragedy, Australia’s reasons for going to war must be
scrutinised in Parliament before we send the troops.

JOIN THE CAMPAIGN
Australians for War Powers Reform grew out of the Campaign for an Iraq War inquiry, which was
launched in 2012 to call for an independent inquiry into the reasons behind Australia’s participation in
the 2003 invasion of Iraq.
We work for reform of the war powers under which the executive government can commit troops to
international conflict, so that Parliament must debate and authorise any such decision. There is no
practical reason against this reform. For example, provision can readily be made for an emergency
situation. The stumbling block is that the two biggest political parties do not want to consider change.

let your MP know you care about this
receive our monthly bulletin
Support AWPR financially
talk about this with your friends and family
WWW.WARPOWERSREFORM.ORG.AU

